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Introduction 

This document is designed to help platform leaders, product managers and trust & safety teams evaluate which solution best aligns 

with their platform’s needs. It clarifies the differences between traditional DRM, visible watermarking, and Image Angel’s forensic 

fingerprinting technology. 

By providing a side-by-side comparison of speed, storage impact, integration complexity and user outcomes, this resource supports 

informed decision-making. 

Document Overview 

This comparison evaluates five major content protection providers across executive, outcome, and technical dimensions. It highlights 

how Image Angel differs in three critical areas: 

Storage: No storage overhead. Unlike other solutions, Image Angel embeds forensic fingerprints at access—no duplication, no hidden 

cloud costs. 

Speed: Instant detection from a photo of a screen. Others rely on playback monitoring or delayed server logs. 

Scale: Built to handle billions of protections monthly through a single API, without compromising delivery speed.​

Image Angel is the only provider combining invisible watermarking, user-level traceability, and pre-CDN delivery in one platform. 
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This makes it uniquely suited to protect intimate, high-risk content in dating, adult, and user-generated ecosystems.​

 

Why This Comparison Matters 

While all claim to protect digital assets, only Image Angel combines invisible forensic watermarking, user-level traceability and 

real-time detection in a single API. Unlike traditional DRM or watermark overlays, our technology embeds a covert fingerprint at the 

point of access, not playback, making it uniquely effective in identifying perpetrators, even from screenshots or screen recordings. 

This matrix evaluates each provider across cost, integration, outcomes, and technical capabilities, revealing where conventional tools 

fall short, and why Image Angel is uniquely equipped for modern, privacy-sensitive platforms. 

Executive Matrix​
 
Solution Image Angel  AWS MediaConvert Brightcove NAGRA NexGuard Verimatrix 

Cost Model Subscription + usage; 
pricing tailored to 
volume and 
integrations 

Usage-based Tiered Plans Custom Enterprise Subscription 

Time to Market < 1 Week 2-4 Weeks 2-3 Weeks 4-6 Weeks 3-4 Weeks 

Integration 
Complexity 

Single API for All 
Services 

Multiple APIs REST API SPEKE REST 
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All-in-One Solution DRM + Watermark + 
Encode 

Requires Partners (at 
additional cost) 

Requires Partners (at 
additional cost) 

Watermark Only DRM + Watermark 

Scalability Billions/Month 
(tested) 

Unlimited High High High 

Global Reach Multi-region AWS 26 Regions Global CDN Global Global 

Special Capabilities Patent pending, only 
solution to work from 
a Photo of a Screen, 
8k Ready, Single 
unified API 

AWS Cloud Scale Live Events Collusion Resistant HTML 5 Watermark 

Storage Overhead 
(hidden cost) 

None Yes, AWS standard 
Charges 

Yes Yes Variable 

​

Executive Findings 

Image Angel excels in deployment speed, integration simplicity, and overall solution coverage. With a single API that delivers DRM, 

forensic watermarking and encoding in one, it removes the need for additional third-party tools or vendor partnerships. This reduces 

time-to-market to under a week, far ahead of competitors, who average 2–6 weeks depending on complexity. Importantly, 

Image Angel carries no storage overhead: it does not duplicate or rehost media, unlike AWS or Brightcove, which pass on storage 

costs via S3 or bundled platforms. Special capabilities like screen photo recognition, 8K readiness and global delivery through AWS 

infrastructure make Image Angel uniquely responsive to the practical threats platforms face today. 
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Outcome Matrix 

Outcome Image Angel  AWS MediaConvert Brightcove NAGRA NexGuard Verimatrix 

Act As Deterrent Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Identifies Bad 
Actors 

User-level Session-based 
User-level User-level User-level 

Fast Detection Instant (Photo) Minutes Minutes Near Real-time Minutes 

Robust Against 
Manipulation 

Highest High High Highest High 

Works on Video Yes 
Frame-by-frame 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Pre-CDN Delivery Yes Yes Via Partners Yes Yes 

Visually 
Non-Disruptive 

Invisible Invisible Invisible Invisible Invisible 

Legal Evidence Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

 
Outcome Findings 

When it comes to impact, Image Angel stands apart by combining deterrence with actionable accountability. While all providers claim 

to deter misuse, only Image Angel identifies bad actors at the user level from a single access event, even a screenshot, through 

invisible, tamper-resistant fingerprinting. Detection is instant, bypassing delays common in server log or session-based systems. This 
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allows platforms to act quickly, reduce harm, and build trust. The technology also embeds protection before content hits the CDN, 

making it more effective for real-time, user-generated environments where content often spreads faster than traditional tools can 

respond. Unlike legacy providers, Image Angel’s approach is discreet, survivor-informed, and optimised for the type of abuse that 

existing DRM systems weren’t built to handle. 

Technical Matrix 

Solution Image Angel  AWS MediaConvert Brightcove NAGRA 
NexGuard 

Verimatrix 

Watermark Solutions 3 Types: A/B, Session, 
Single-Frame 

A/B Variant Session based A/B + Session Dual Solution 

Integration Complexity Single API for All 
Services 

Multiple APIs REST API SPEKE REST 

Insertion Point Pre-CDN + Edge Pre-CDN CDN Edge Pre-CDN Server/Client 

DRM Systems All Major + Widevine 
CAS 

SPEKE v2 Multi-DRM SPEKE DRM Agnostic 

SPEKE Support v1 + v2 v2 Via Partners Yes No 

4k/HDR Support Yes + 8K Ready Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Plugin Ecosystem AVID, Dolby, FFmpeg, 
Wowza 

AWS Tools Limited Extensive Limited 
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Technical Findings 

From a technical standpoint, Image Angel is both modern and future-ready. It offers three watermarking methods (A/B testing, 

session-based, and single-frame), giving platforms flexibility in risk environments and content types. It integrates pre-CDN and at the 

edge, providing better upstream control and avoiding reliance on playback-based enforcement. Full compatibility with major DRM 

systems, including Widevine CAS, ensures Image Angel can support regulated, international delivery. It’s also the only provider in this 

comparison to support both SPEKE v1 and v2, enabling seamless integration across evolving streaming and encryption standards. Its 

plugin ecosystem spans industry tools like Dolby, FFmpeg, AVID and Wowza, making it easy to embed within diverse media 

pipelines. Ready for 4K, HDR and 8K workflows, Image Angel is built not just to protect, but to grow with the platforms that deploy 

it. 

Overall Findings  

Most content protection tools were built to serve broadcasters. Image Angel was built to serve people. We’re the only solution offering 

invisible forensic watermarking that embeds at access, not playback, identifying bad actors instantly, even from a photo of a screen. 

Unlike others, we require no third-party partners, no added storage costs, and no complex integration. Our unified API supports DRM, 

watermarking and encoding in one. We deliver user-level traceability, ultra-fast detection, and survivor-informed resolution pathways. 

In a market of overlays and compromises, Image Angel is the only provider designed for intimacy, speed and accountability. 
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